
Sir,- YottlIrticlc on "Go,gh's
I.rst r()r!lr,.l"' c()ni\irits of h;rli
lrrrths .lrt,l t!tt.l irlaccrlracics. The
nlost ijcri{)u i hcinä the allcg.r.
t-i(tn l lrat I lnis;rpirropriated Cot-
l*1t ftrnds. In N{,ry '67 I u/,ls
clrato(l C:rptain. pract,ically rln"
artrrnouslv, of the U.C.D. fencirrg
clulr anrl with the aid 0f a
Ir.rrti.u,orkirrg c{lnrnlittec buitt the
clrl! lrl) t,) a lncnlherstrip of
ovr:r 7{l ((j7 active rnelnhetJ),

lt we in U.C. D. h;rd insistcd
on our nlcnlhers af[iliatinli to
tlro Irish Anrf,tcur Fencinll F'ede-
r rrion ([.A.li.F.) we c,ruld haye
h,rrl thc ma.iority on the Courrcil
nrrd we worrl{ Itavc t)ecn a grave
tlrr,..rl tr) tlte \lJllri qUo. YCi,
lh" hisrorv o{ Iri,ll tenr'inrl nti{l't
h;rve bccri differcnt. Seanrus iil-
hrrol'l was trciiurer of the ctul,
anrl handlcd all ttlc cash. Thc
l,1l C r:.rvo a il)ecirl ArJnt o[
fr'tl I l0 c.rclr to ont' r,ilrer lnJ[, t,) tr.lvcl to Turkev. The pre:;i-
d 'nt ol thr: Trrr!<ish lr.'.terJri,,n
wllrrn I mcr in I{e idt' nllclnt q rvt
nrc a special invitrtir)n. The tripcr,;t nry IJrCntj well rrv lr fl,]r)irr l'lti7. ['Ire. I.A.r.F. did illoir
d,'runCdt'.1 tr) prr'v(.nt ui JC,.-'l)t.
rn,: rrr.v invit.trirxl tr) fur Ltvwlrt'rc I w.r; pl.rtr'rJ.6th ill J,t
lnl,'t n rri,,n.ll (.ontpetiti0n i(t
ln.t.illlrill (.rfrr'r I six ril,rrrh
s,rrfrcrrsirrn). No ()tlta!" lr.itlt,
[,]r)t4rr rr.iticrrrtd ttrir; di,lirrr:fi,lrr
_ il(: ;l ip.'n:1r1n5 trnd exp,-tliir)n:i:
T rq rs .r, ri',lildtd oncc anrl ex-pellrd _orrr:c. rr I war; 0xpelled
trryrce, I don't knors which.- I,rkey,rrr pick. Mr. Kevin Kelleher(rrrqbv relcree) is prcsiclent ofrlr,' LA Ij.F. arrd prinr itrJl of st.(,,r1,'tlr'. Sclro,rl wlr,_.re pr[)t,
[]tff-v qivcs lcssons. NIr. Wilkasir; [111i1611p of the I.A.F.F.
"SusJrension nlcant Gough w:s
lr rt rcd flrnm ( onlporinq at thel.rr.,,peJn Cll tmpi')nships in Ger.
nr rny lor ,rylrich his Clutr wrs.lrIc( l(,d.'' Tlto onlv clut) selcd/e,l
t, 'r ,nvtllirl,a ir Salle Duffy! We
u.ton the right to go to the Euro-pc.rrr Tcrm E0cc Chanrpirlnshipi,thc suipcilsion was Iifted i,rrone day tn allow me to take part

i['orrnatrrd
w;rri Clubl,:ss a.1(l siJtcle:i; an(l
w:lrl trCated as a 1[tJErly rloE, wa;
all,rrru,'ü tr, Cotlp"r(. tfror .t Con
srrltJti()n behind rloscd doors. I
did not h"lvc a current F.I.E,.
liccncc which marle nrattc(.j
rvorse-. (I appliril lor it on Jarru-ar-'l Znrl). Wh,:n millionr; of
pelunr.lr; are treiilg si)ent to en-
Sure thf,t attllctcs arc prep:rccl
J)iiar h,r!'r':i" ,rllv .lirl ph-v,rc.rlly
tllti wJ; a di,tsler [,rr m,:.

At t-hc ßirmirrqham Infrr-
tlrti,rnal'IournJnlcnt I was pllcetl
fifth deipite the e[f0rts of ntv
c{)urltrymen whry rnade it th(:ir
bur;iness to "refcree' l)y l)outs
cvcn thnuelr thcrc werc 1{)ll
fiJncers prcsenr. 'I'hcv clappccl
and urg'ld thc forciqner agrinrjt
their rlrvn, a:s PrOi. I)uIfv stat(rd
in T rrc Iil.h T intrl wltnn sp",rk-
ing of the Britishjudgcs: "Anv
luck that was qoing was enjoyerl
by opp,rnents."

Copper mats are obligatory for
all crm[]etitions in C()ntinent;rl
Europe. ,\ rai.scd nrat ( al)out t
f,:ot rbove floor lcvcl ) is ohligl-
tor-y for a!l finals. Thcre are tiry.)
crlpller nlat-s thfown in the cornaa
oI Duhlin [.lniversity Cynr whi.ih
have n05 bcen uscd for ncariy;r
decade. There is no raised nrat
in tretand. Irish fcrrccrs carrnot
be expected to do lvcll in Inter-
nalional events whcn they have
not had the olrp{}rtrt rrity to Use
standard equipnrent.

lVhat hapnencd to the 81,000
grf,nt fr{)m ttre O.C.l.? I sug,4,r;1
tt;rf it -4 ei rrvtr intcn{:ic.l r,)
seär,l any,)ire as tlrily ilrl.'/ ttri.
trrotil cne "4" cpcc evcnt in
'76, that '#f,s the Nlarfirri Tourna-
msnt irr London. I crrn orrlv ad-
judr+ that tllc f.1,000 !vas taken
undcr false pretences and has
lined somcone's pocket- I under-
stJnd that there ryas a further
gratrt of f 800 nadc to the
I.A.F.F. AlI fencers pay for anv
Iessons received and buy their
own equipment. Prof. Duffy
attends some selcct schools giving
lei;§,rns for which, I pfesume, he
is pnid-,.What is the sulrsidisation
fo.?-Yours, etc.,

LAWRENCE GOUGH.
.46 Upper Mount St.,
Dublin 2.

in thc Toam evcnt urhere I won
four of mv liAhts, the otltcr three
won [0ur [)ctweeu thr:m, 1*rt
n,rl tlloy,cd l!) cotlt[]r'l+ in tlrc
Iilrlivid,rrl Pokal. Sll{hr,y incupl-
prrlren.lil)lc to a seventeen-vetr-
rrirl I l\lv Irdr('nt.i paitl in {uli I.lr
this trip also.

I wf,s quitc justitied in writing
t.) the O.C.I. because oI the
'"doctoring" of NIiss S. Arm"
stroilg's results in'60 Olvmpics.
Srrnre mcrnl)ers L)f the O.C.t.-dis-
cuisred it with me, but it was
dlsc,rvered too late to take any
acti.)n.

Re the '68 Ganres: All the
selectors were menrtrers of SJII.:
Dutty -- ilIessr$. V. Duffy, J,
Bouchicr.Hayes and E. Farrell
( th€ latte r trvü selccted them-
selves), and Miss §" Armstrong.
I was the onlv persotr to qu;llity
acc,)rdinq, to thc requlali,)ns ict
clo'rn by the I.A.f.t. Irrsle,rrl rrI
lrein". ;älected I w r; eyrrelloJ [()r
Iile. It c,)uld ,)nly h.rpir,'4 in
Itrllnd. I havr'not IrCnn rll,rlryä.1
to tence or train in lrcland since
1968.

When leaving Ircland ta take
up a positiorr in Germany I'fte
hi.§/r Tirnes p16ntised to fr'-il)[iJhilny rcsrrlts I nri;ht aclricve.
Alrolrt l)(tohcr '7:i titev it,)tli)ed
pulllishing f{}r nl - aop:rrnt
t'cdsi)n. !Vhcn I ryas honro: 3t
Chriiitnlas I callcd fr's,:e l,Ir.
Nr.rone (IT) I'ho tr)l,l nto il:.tt
Prof Dtrftv had br.en in and
t4)ld thenr ihat the Le-iult:i were
Idked (like those ()f §{iss Arnr-
strons in'601). N{r. Donal Folev
roiter;t(]d these allerartlons. IIav"-
Iug !hown proof of-rry achie're-
irrents tlre only straterjy leit vy:s
to attempt to dimlnislr the inl-
portance of the events in .thith
I had done well" The Germrn
fencinq fraternity wcrc anru;etl.
thev had neyer ltcard of an Irish
fencer I

Mr. Wilkes promised to enter
nre for a Class A Tournameilt in
Llilan trut when I arrived there,
having travelled ovef strow-
covered rails overnight. I dis-
covered he had not done so. I
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